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CO2 emissions are rising 












Impact =  
Population * Affluence * Technology
Population and affluence drive 
CO2 emissions but are not 
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Value-based institutions: why 
they might work
Structural	advantages	of	value-based	institutions:
•	 Discourse	of	religion	and	other	value-based	
institutions	is	values	and	“right	and	wrong.”
•	 People	expect	religious	institutions	to	guide	
and	inform	their	values.
•	 People	sacrifice	more	and	are	more	altruistic	
in	value-based	institutions.
•	 Religions	do	and	can	influence	population	
and	consumption	choices.
Conclusions
•	 Technology	alone	will	not	be	enough	to	stop	
climate	change.
•	 Population	and	affluence	must	be	“in	the	
mix.”
•	 Political	institutions	are	unlikely	to	address	
population	and	affluence.
•	 Value-based	institutions	may	do	so	and	
deserve	more	research	attention.
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